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Frequently asked questions

1
What is the study?

 

This two year study is one of the most comprehensive studies of climate change impacts undertaken to date in Australia. It set out to:  
· model the changes in climate that are likely to occur in the  Western Port region

· examine the impacts of climate change to the region’s people and infrastructure

· assess the risks of climate change to local governments and communities; and

· consider measures that governments and the community can take to adapt to the 
impacts.

It was funded jointly by the Victorian Government and the Australian Government’s Department of Climate Change. In the project, the Western Port Greenhouse Alliance worked with a team led by Marsden Jacob Associates supported by the CSIRO’s Climate Adaptation Flagship. The study gives an indication as to what might happen to rainfall, storm surge, sea level rise and temperatures by 2030 and 2070 and the fire weather that we might have in 2030 and 2050. 
2
How much certainty is there in the findings? 

The study has developed the best available data for the likely changes in the region for the information of  the community and appropriate levels of government. The study provides a range of long term trends which clearly demonstrate that there will be change and we need to start planning for it now. These changes may not happen tomorrow but we need to start planning now to minimise or avoid loss or damage to people, property and places. 
3
How can we have confidence in this information? 

The report’s findings were determined by applying a combination of the United Nation’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change projections and the CSIRO’s Victorian climate models. The results provide an indication of the range of impacts we are likely to see – it does not focus on the impacts of just one climate change scenario.

The development of this information has been overseen and scrutinised by the five councils around Western Port and Melbourne Water, South East Water, Port of Hastings Corporation, the Department of Human Services and the Department of Sustainability and Environment.

4
What climate change projections were used? 

The CSIRO used their own climate models which are based on IPCC projections. These national and international approaches were then applied at the local level, focussing specifically on the Western Port region.
5
Will the outputs be accurate enough to help us make planning decisions? 

In many cases, yes. Decision makers can have confidence as these results are based on IPCC projections which are the result of international scientific consensus. These results should continue to be refined as new research is conducted and information comes to hand. 

At a location-specific level, further information and data will be required. The Department of Sustainability and Environment’s Future Coasts project will deliver comprehensive vulnerability assessments by the end of 2009 and this will provide fine scale information about where impacts are likely to occur along the coast. This will be supported by high resolution digital elevation modelling (topographic and sea-floor mapping) and coastal process modelling. When this research is added to the results of this project, our capacity to make decisions will be that much better.
6
What infrastructure is at risk? 

The study shows that a range of coastal infrastructure is vulnerable – whether beach-side toilet blocks, sea walls or boat ramps. Each member council of the WPGA will interpret the impacts report within the context of their management responsibilities and decisions as to what steps they take to protect their infrastructure. The project adopted a broad-brush approach to coastal infrastructure – councils will now be able to fill in the detail.
7
What are councils and government departments doing about the issue?

 

Each of the five local councils involved in the study has undertaken a risk assessment of the impacts of climate change to their local communities.  Councils and state government staff participated in a series of workshops to identify and assess adaptation options do deal with some of the high priority risks.  Outputs from those workshops include a series of recommendations to governments on actions to be undertaken.

 

8
Does this study mean that houses close to the coast will be in trouble? 

Houses on the coast may already be vulnerable to extreme weather events such as storm surge and king tides. The projections presented in this report suggest that in the long term, these events are more likely to become more frequent and increase in scale due to sea level rise. These changes will not occur overnight. However, it is important that we have this information so that we can begin to plan and minimise risk. If we have a better understanding regarding what is likely to happen, we can plan now to protect our infrastructure – and that is why councils and the state government are working together to build this better understanding.

Houses on the coast will be in no more trouble tomorrow than they are today as this is a long-term study into the next 20+ years to 60+ years.  Houses could be at risk when there are specific events, as they are now. What the report indicates is that these events might happen more often or be more intense, in which case we need to start planning to minimise risk. 
9
How many houses might be at risk?

This is the first study to look at the local impacts of climate change and it is an indicative study showing where impacts might occur. Clearly more work is needed to answer this general question.  Houses in low lying areas are already at risk if there are big floods while houses abutting to coast might face risks from storm surge. This modelling describes the projected changes in 2030, 2050 for fire weather and 2070. The project has pointed out that there are issues we need to consider and councils and state governments are now looking to carry out further work to tell us more about the nature of these issues. 

10
Does this mean that I shouldn't buy a house near the coast?

That is your decision, which you will make of course prudently. Climate change is just one of the many factors that you might consider when making a decision to buy a house. The data in this report should be interpreted within the context of the assumptions on which the projections are based and the time-scales over which they are given. Not all coastal properties are likely to be affected by climate change and properties that are in at-risk areas can have features that make them less vulnerable. 

It is your decision to buy a house near a freeway where noise might be an issue – or perhaps near a train-line. The thinking regarding buying a house near the coast should be the same. What should I thinking about in making my decision? This project has resulted in some long-term modelling – you should factor this into your investment decisions.
11
What steps can we take?

First and foremost, think about reducing greenhouse gas emissions so that we can avoid the worst case scenarios of climate change. Keep an eye on the WPGA’s website for more information about climate change. 

Attend council’s community meetings about the project and find out about the actions that they are proposing and in which you can become involved. These might range from protecting beachside vegetation, reducing your own greenhouse emissions and taking steps to minimise impacts upon your own house. Install blinds, plant shade trees along the north and west boundaries, buy some draught stoppers – your council will have many ideas.

12 Where do I get a copy of the report? 

The report is available from the WPGA website www.wpga.org.au and follow the links, or on a CD Rom though your local council. Contact their environment department to arrange access.

13
Who can I talk to?

Your first point of contact is your local council. They send out newsletters, hold forums and provide information on their websites. For specific information about the project and other climate change related projects, check the WPGA website and then you might want to contact them to follow up on specific issues.

Greg Hunt

Executive Officer

Western Port Greenhouse Alliance

ghunt@casey.vic.gov.au
0400 948 546
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